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INTROQDUCTIOMN

Langkawi Island, once of the most beautiful and legondary istands in the
weorld stale all the limelight when they host the International Federation
of Muaythai Amateur [IFMA| Muaythai World Championship 2014 fram
the 15t to 10th May 2014, This long-awalted bliennial championship was
organized by the IFMA, Muaythai Association of Malaysia  [WMMA),
Malaysiz  Conwvention  and  Exhibition Bureaw  (MyCEE].  Lembaga
Fembangunan Langkawi [LADA], Ministry of Youth and Sports, Ministry of
Tourism and Culture and Malaysia Airlines [MAS]. Having been previoushy
organized in Saint Petersburg, Russia in 2012, and Tashkent, Uzbekistan in
2010, this is the first Lime the evenl was beld in this countey, Thoe Liming of
it could not get amy better with Wisit Malaysia Yoear 2004 in the fifth manth
zince its launching. Besides the main competition, IFMA corganizes
workshops on topics such as fair play and sport'’s integrity. Moreower,
programs an athletes” career, as well as the impact of Muasy Thal sport and
IFMA sustainability were arganized 45 well,




INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF MUAYTHAI AMATEUR [IFMA]

The Internaticnsl Federation of Muaythai Amateur (IFMAT) started 335 a
small federation with several enthusizstic countries mare than two
decades ago. It was officially insaugurated in 1993, After the passage of
thee first balf of its lfe and at the dawn of an exciting new century, [FRA
Fas grown Lo 128 membor counirics worldhwide with 5 conlineriial
federations. all existing under a single. unified regulatory body. In 1995,
IFMA weas fermally recognized by the Olympic Council of Asiz. Currently.
IFMA Dears the responsibifity and duty of being the sole world recognized
mternational amateur Muaythar federation, promoting the sport and art
of Muaythai dround thoe globe,

QBJECTIVES

T rmieiry Airm of Hhis ropord is Lo proesenl Do |fir1rjin-':|_~; far Lhe ohiscrv-lion
that was carried out from May 2nd to May 9th. To be specfic, this
chservation repart is preparad o achieve the fellowing objectives:

¥ Determining the total numboer of attendees during the seven-day
Even:
Callecting survey questicnnaire through persanal intendewvy

¢ Observing the event facilitics, arrangement and campetition.




METHQDROLOGHY

In order o dchiowve the aforemoentionoed  objectives, throeoe difforent
methodalogics wore cmployoed oo best suit every ojective. Prior to the
first day of the competition, the resedrcher has conducted 2 site visit o
locate the best place to perform headcount. From the obzervation at the
event lacation, there was only one entrance to enter the main event area
which iz next to the One Hotel Helahg Langlawd. Therefore, throughout
the seven days of the event, ohe enumerator was located at the main
crtrance to poerform the hoad count, The coumerator carricd owo hand-
flly counters, counting local attendess and  international  actendees
respectively. The duty roster has been assigned to each enumerator in
which every enumerator (eight in total| has to work for one hour per day
fram 2.00pm untl! 10.00pm throughout the event days. Every enumerator
reeds to summanze the headoount at the end of ther shift foer record
korping puUrposes,

For the second objective, the onsite data collection was conducred to
probe the information regarding the demographic profile of  the
Attendees, modivation to attend the event, fravelling information, numbcer
of days spont in Langkawi and Malaysid, tofal expenditures jdunng and
after the event), rating towards the event, and intention to revisit the
event. A total of eight research assistants was deployved to callect 1,000
guestionnaires throughout the competition days. The research assistant
worked frem 2.00pm untl 10.00 and was assigned [oo inteniew A
minimurm af 18 respondents owory  day. As oA resalt, 144 sureoy
gquestionnaires woere collected poer day that cquivalent to 1,008 in total
callecied throughout seven days.

For thoe last objoective, & toam of rescarchoers that comprisod of bawo teams
(oo porsonnel for cach team| worked on-site to measure the overall
effectiveness of the event arganization. The first team worked for the first
four days to abserve the event launching and the preliminary reund of
ihe E-:'_‘HT'IFIEIITIEIH wihile the second texm worked far the last Four -::Ia_',-'s T
Chserve the event l:'_ICIE-IJ'Ig and the final round of the event, There are b
ko obmorvation points that necd o be obsereed, namely compoetition A
FAcilitices.




2014 IFMA WORLD CHAMPIOMNSHIP

in this 2014 edition, the total amount of participating couwntries as
annournced during the officizl lzunching waz 120 howsevar the final
numbers were reduced to 101 countries. Apart from that, a total of 2,381
Athleies competed in 148 categories A3 listed Delow.

Tadde #
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2N top of that, thers were 5lso officials, coaches and masters at the event.
Worth menticning here that, IFMA organized its annual general meeting
And cxeculive board moecling, workshops on Muayih=i issucs such s
sustainability program, air play and sport's intcgrity in conjunction with
the main competition pregram during this 10-day championship.




HEADCOUNT

Tabile 2
Propartion of aca! Axteadees vs Foreige Attendees
Total Percentage
Local dstendeaes 1R412 B
bur sign Akl BEEJE 4%
TOTAL 27,038 1log%
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Frasartion? Loead Affendess 15 Farsiages Aifendess

Cverzll the total attendess for the 2014 IFMA World Champlonships totalled 27,038 attendess
incleding both foreign and local attendeess. Figure 1 shows that local ettendees cutnumbered foreizn
artendess by 35%; farelzn attendess accounted for 323 (8,626 persons) of the totel number of
attendess whilst local attende=s accountad for 62% (12,412 persons) of the total number of
artendesas.

Based on observations, the propartion of lecal attendess over Interstate attendess was
appraximately 30:20, therefore it can be suggested that the number of lecal attendecs was in the
region of 14, £30 persons whersas interstale atlendess numbersd arcund 3,682 porsons,




EVENT HOSTING FEATURES

VEMUE

Mahsuri International Exhikition CTentre (MIEC) was choszen as the venue
of the championzhip, which was a clear cut decision, located only within
walking distance from the Langikaw Airpart. I fact, the aofficial hotel for
the champlonship, One Hetel Langkaw! (5 located strategically betwiean
the airpert and MIEC, However, the hotel chyiously cannot make a cut in
the list of the best hotels i Langkawi but for athletes who owere
cancerned about the efforts, time and hassle; this hotel could be their est
et In terms of service, facilities and building itself, the hotel was not
roelly wp o e incerralional standard, Thoere weere athletes who stayoed AL
other haotels around Langkawi during dhe fourmAament, bBut the roeqAasons
vieere wvaried. The fact that the championship was held in the beautiful
islarnd with a lot of attractive tourism spof could be one of the most
popUlar reasons Among the athletes.

From the ocbservation, there were no food stalls near to the svent area
and this has prompted the visiters walk to the airport from MIEC to buy
s Toods and drinks. 10 was only on the sccond day thal A stall weas
oprercd just cutsicle the MIEC to catoer the faood and beveragoes for Athilctes
and attendees. On the third day onwards, two additional stalls were
opened. The choice was limited bhowever, with only mini pizza, fruits
spaghetti, cake and junk foods avsilable for athletes and  wvisitors.
Monetheless, the organizer has prepared dinner for delegates in a buffet
shyfe inzide the hell. The caterers provided three buffel lines and bao
beverage stations apart from &ad-seat capacity for the athletes and
delegates. The dinner was scheduled from 6.30 pm until 2.00 pm and was
running smoothly with no significant congestion it the buffet line.
Alhlvtes and delegates bad to prosent daily coupon o the staft before
pormittodd Lo enter the dining A,

In terms of allocation of secretanat rooms and faciities, the organiFer
Allacated a4 holding room for VIP, hospitality centar, media, internet cald,
official’'s  technical.  reception,  secretariat office.  Committee office,
Antidoping Malaysia, and commission meeting. There was also dining hall
that served daily dinner for VP, officials, and sponsors. This area was
secured By Do securily personncl and acccss is restricted only lar Cortain
prAsscs 0n top of this tho arganizor Also provided = counder for Bacilitating
the VIP, committee members, officials ang media that related o logistics
and registration.




DESIGN AND LAYOUT

Ihere are three mean halis At MIEC that labeled Az Hall A, Hall B and Hall
C.Ameng the faclities at Hall A 15 dining area and exbibition booth, Hall B
is the main competition venue while Hall C is used for athlete’s training,
rest, registration and changing room, The mdin entrance to the vernue s
focated at Hall A. For exhilition bocth, there were six active exhibitors
that among others Bio Matics [(supplement). Fro Mtg [Muaythai
couiprments], Tropical Cherler [Trave! Agency], Ayer Hangatl Village and
Spd [massage], Wesing  (Oflicial IFMA coguiprment),  Amanda Collee
Fairting |paint], Gorteknik Treave! and Tours [Travel Agoency), Lada Foo-
Tourisrm [Travel Agency), Langkawi Ceopark [Tourism product] and 2
booth selling beverages and junk foods. Apart from that, there was o
zsmall infiatable playgqround provided for the kids with a rate of KMY per
20-minute sessicn,




MIEC has the akility o accommodate the huge number of attendees cven
with Dig structures like 4, 140-seat retractable stage seating and three
rings in the main area. The organizer sets up the entrance to the
compelition area in bebawcon Dao seclions ol slage zealing. The srmeall
seclion ol slagoe scaling can accommeaoadale 13 of the langor section of the
sbAge soqting. Thore s ome Big o screon At the other end of the Ball just
benind the Ring <. The main evernt [senior male class) is staged at the
middle ring [Ring B| which iz best viewed from the VIP seating area.

Ot than that, parking was not an issue For this ovend, There arce amplo
designated parking spaces surrounded MIEC that is able (o accommodate
W o 300 cars. The WIF parking bay 5 located in the specfic area (at the
VIF cnlrance] thal can accommodale 40 cars, There vwazs no congeslion
oCour inside the event area giverr that the organizer allows anly one
entrance and exii gate. On top of that, two security personnel were
staticned at the entrance gate to faclitate the entny to MILC. The
motorcycle parking area 18 located Just after the antrance gate in which it
can hold up to 100 motorcycles. Buses transporting athletes and
dofegaes wore secn waiting just cutside the main enirance 1o the hall, All
in ail, basic facilities for hosting an event such as foilet, prayer room, 4ir
and ventilation were well placed. Toilsts are located in every corner of the
fall in which ane specific toilet is designed for athletes. Furthermaore, ane
preveer rizom s allocated noar Ihe eobrancoo area.




MARKETING AND PROMOQTION
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From ohscreation, thoe promotional campaign is dond swith minirmal offord
with a fewr banners and buntings spotted in hot spots like the airport, the
jetty and roundabout. From personal interaction, local peopie sizted that
they only spotted the buntings a fow nights before the event started.
Buntings could only be seen Aaf the roadside from the reundabout (near
the airport] leading o the MIEC until che junction nedr the police training
center. Drganizer located several valuntzers at the zairport to assist
athletes and delegates, especially for transportation and registration.
Other than that, the organizer allocated one booth at the One Hotel
Hulaing For sirmifar purposcs,

With regards to sponsorship, the main sponsors for this event were
Malaysia  Comventioh  and  Exhibition Bureau  |MyCEB],  Langianwi
Mavclopmoent Agoency (LADAL Malaysia Adrlines System IMAS], and
Wiesing, The sponsorship logoes woere displayed at thoe enirance of the VIP
and in the main hall Since this event was important for 2014 Wisit
Malzysiz Year calendar, the logoe can be spotied evenywhere in the event
Arca and even at every cornet of the rings.

In terms of press coverage, several mainstresm mediz  provides
infermation of the result invelving Malaysian athletes and press releaze
from Minister of Youth and Sport. The organizer did promote the evant in




the lacal nowspapor, however far this tvpe of ovent the information
should reach the target audience among Muaythai enthusiasts, sporis
fovers, or visitors who happened to be at Langkawi during the event time.
It can clearly be seen during the first Tour days of the event thal the ratio
of athlcles and  delogates e afiendecs was 800200 Movoertholess Thoe
rumber of Attendoees stArted b opick wp for the findl throe days with the
ratic of 6240, Therefore, it can be pointed ocut that athletes and delegates
made up the largest crowed during the tourmament.

On top of that, severdl majer wehsites supported this event such as Visit
Malaysiz Year 2014 and Malaysia Major Event. All informatian regarding
the event could be obtained from e official IFMAZOTE  Langkawi
verbwite. Fram allicizl Facebiook page [IFMA — Inlernational Fodoer-lion i
iuaythai Amateur], there were approximately 153,000 likes for this page.
On top of that, for the Malaysian chapter, its official Facebook page [IFMA
riuaythai World Champronship 2014 has managed to attract owver 7,000
fike, Upto-date informaticn was found an this social networking website
that comprised of tentative of fghts, results and information About [FRA.




SAFETY AND SECURITY

Trne tatal of sttendance for this event is 16,745 attendees throughout
zeven davs with an average of 2,392 sttendees per dav. Therefore, based
on the standard practice (12100, the number of security personnel
necded for this event 5 23 por day. From observation, there were
Approgirmalely 20 securily personne! [hal comprised of 20 RELA mombiors
and 12 policemen deploved during the event. On top of that from the
200 volunteers working for this event, 30 of them were assigned for
crowid control purpose.

In terms of safety. 2ach ring was attended by two medical staffs that wiil
ke around throughout the event. Other than those, two ambulances
ACCompanied Dy wo paramedics were deployed dunng the event. There
wilers ONc lrcabmenl center cquipped with 2 Basic eabment kit alloc-sied in
the event ared for basic body and facial injuny. A team of paramedics
lappraximately 5) was stationed at the on-site freatment center 1o atend
the athletes” medical needs especially righit after their fight.




MERCHAMDISE AMND SOUNVENIR

Regarding the availability of the merchandise and souvenirs offered
during the event, it is chserved that cnly three bocths were well
patronized by the athletes, delegates and attendess namely Pro Mrg.
Wesing #nd Bio Matics. Among the items sought after were Muayihai
ceers, shirls, Muaythai panis, key chains, and moedicated oil, The prices of
merchandise were ridiculouslhy high for the first four days. The average
price of the shirts was EMa0 for the first day, howevar majority of the
vendors nad reduced the price to M5S0 on the secand day. The fighting
Qears were priced at RM100 - BM150 for glovies, shin pratection, and
Pead Qoar, Accessorics, dppdrels and shorts woere sold Bebtwoeoen B30 -
EMI100, The exponsive item sald was 4 punching bag with the price of
EM 200 anveards. The bargain items were the key chain 'RME) and shirts
IRM15].




COMPETITION

Talking about the event, evenything started an the 17 May 2014 but quite
4 large number of athletes, S00 to 600 of them were slreddy in Langks i
according to the MiA President. Datuk Muhammad Shabnaz Azmi
'quoted frem Bermamal. At 10 am an the first day, a zeminar for
nominating referees and judges was hefd to brief all of them about the
championship probably on the guidelines and the program a5 2 owholoe,
The seminar wds cnded 4t 4 pm based on the itinerary. given by th
organizer. Mothing much happensd on the first day, especially for the
Athletes who were suppoied o be at the venue for the weigh-in and
rmedical check as wiell as for registration later that day around .30 pm.
Thore was also & team manager meeting conducted dround the hour,




ACCREDITATION / REGISTERATION

Things started ta get lively on the second day where all athletes fiocked in
the venue for registration/check-in, weigh-in and medical check prior to
the fight on the 3 May 2014, The official itinerany zays that the process
slarts at F.00 Aamountil 2.00 Aam but € s observed that the regisiration
counter received he mosl atlenlion among albletes throughoul e desy.
Athletes from over 100 countries swarmed the venue with hundreds of
vizlunieers wearing red shirts representing the organizer could be sean
everywhere helping those athletes. It is interesting to see athletes who
came i groups, wearing their countries’ official jackets, sweaters or
wwindorodkors wdlking around the voenue showwing thoeir spirit of the ovent,
Based on the jackets, it was found that Sweden, Turkey and Mew Zedland
have the highest number of represeniatives or muay thai athletes in this
event. The draw of the preliminany stage was out at [2.00 pm onwards,
ek wéas Aanxioushy aveaitcd Dy all fr'ghLL'ra.

Al this point, it 15 very impaortant o report on the exact layout of the
wEnUe (o pinpoint the location of every functional area or reoms far the
oo, Thoero wers: been main entrances At the MIFC bt the first door
located ncar the entrance gate and facing tho official hotel, served d4s thoe
main entrance for athletes as well as the visitors. The entrance at the
other side of MIEC on the other hand was meant far VWIPs of the event,
camnveniently feading o the VWWIPs dining area and main slage. As
rmoalionod carficr, the lirst door which can be seen fram the MIEC galo
viers the main entrance for the visitors and athletes. Right after the
entrance, 3 number of booths could be seen an the l=ft of the lobby ar
the entrance hall selling muaythal related gears and supplements,
tourism-related products and massage service. On the right sicde of the
imbby was tho dining arcd for Al athletes, well blocked by 4 line of
barrficades by the arganiger, The chservation of the booth dred is
discuszed comprehensively in the other part of this cheervation report
'report on facilities).

It was the area right at the end of the booth section received the most
attention from the athletes where the reqgistration or accreditation was
conducted. The accreditation counter for registratian, which was opened
At 330 am has boon selupoin the P-shape layout with Barricacdes plaood
around it for 4 quoeuse mandgomoent purpose, It wdas good for mdandging
the guews, but the number of athletes crowding the place brought a
fheadache for the volunteers working at this counter.




The: number of processes for registration; photo taking, tagging and other
registration requirement have congested the line. The organizer did
provide a few chairs outside the barricades, but it did not help sohing the
proolem. Mary athletes were forced to Sit on the floor white waiting for
thedr turns which was nat 4 good sighbing considering the scale of the
event in the first place. Moreower, it is very dissppointing 1o see fhe
signage provided by the organiger for this intemational evend, It was
emibarraszing when most of them were printed or even written in A4
papers and glued to the walls and tables. With the international” status,
using thiz kind of signage was nat invited at all. The organizer reafly
shioulad Perve dono Boelier on Lthis issuc Tor the championship, Do e he
[Arge number aof the athleles checking-ing weigb-in of thoe achletes has
bean split up into two sessions to avoid heawvy traffic, one session on the
rmight (.00 pm to 11.00pm) and another one in the next day’s morning
[ 700 am o 10.00 am, 3™ May 2014). AL mentionad aamier, the draws of
the championship wore Available in the press conforence reom from
12.00 prn onwards,

Ihe main door o the championsbip hall s right nest o the hotel
informeation countor, not far from the registration/accroditation arca. A
totally different atmoesphere was felt in the nall where all the fights and
performances took place, Again, it is dlso impartant to highlight on the
iayaoLt of the hall for this report. On the right side of the hall were seminar
rooms usced for weigh-in, moedical check-up angd trcatmoent, There were
wrighing  scales placed  outside and inside The weigh-ine room. . The
champicnship press conference an the other hand was held in the other
room next o fhe weigh-infmedical reatment room  which czn
accommuodate up to 500 people at one time. There was a stage set up in
frant hundreds of seats in the room for the press conferance. In fact, the
drave of the champlonihip was alio placed In this room. 1he mahner of
the draw hoing prosentod on tho wall was 4 disappointmont too, whore
the fonts were too small pushing evervbody to get extremely close ta the
wall in arder to read it. [t might not be the biggest issue of the event, but
it would definitely affect athletes” overall experience and opinion towards
e championship. Thoro 6 an adago says “small deiails can win you 2
rmatch”




OPENING GEREMONY

Jn the other side of the hall were two staged-seats for spectators and
athletes. One of them: the bigger one was facing the WYWiPs stage and
ahother aone facing the performance stage for the opening ceremohy
later that day. It seamed that the preparation for the event was a Tittle Bit
chactic, approdching  the  officiating  ceremony  with  technicians,
organizers and voelunteers warking their sacks off for che show. Almast all
the seats were accupied by the athletes half an hour before the ceremoy
with veny little showing from local attendees. The performance stage was
locatedd Al the other end of Ehe Ball) very ofosoe bo thoe athletes” proeperation
dArcd. Thi oponing coremony wds started around 530 pmoand A5
expected, the organizer and the host highlight the uniqueness of
Malaysiz through colorful cultural dances and performances before
wowing the crowd with the drama, romance and action of Muaythal
porfarmed by lean and  chiscled  semi-naked  professional  muayihai
fighters from Thailand. The performance was enhanced By its thestrical
story line baszed an the history of Muaythai iself and the crowds were
enthralled with the stunts and fights especially the sword fighting scenes.

2Jne of the issues regarding the apsning ceremaony Wwas the crowved
contrel of the crganizer az there were no barrcades placed in front of the
perfanmance stage. This 15 a critical ssue pertaining to the safety and
securniby of the crowds who went extremely close 1o the stage 1o weatch
the show, standing and stepping on the elecirical cables and wires which
could be a major cause of the disasters. It was also faund that spectators
facing the W\WIFPs stage had to stretch their necks to watch the show with
the presence of a giant pillar Glocking therr wiew to the stage.
Monctheless, (L is an unqveid-able problem given that the arrangement of
the: scating bas been made spoecifically to watch the fights i the rings
which would be placed later on at the center of the stadiurm-like layout
surrounded by the spectators staged-seating and WWIPs stage.

Yang Berbahagia Tan 5ni Khalid Bamli, the CECQ of LADRA then welcamed
all the athletes, officials and representatives from more than 100 countries
and declared the cpening ceremaony afterward. Athlete's oath was then
fed by Walenbina Shoevchonko from Porw wehile Fric Fambi Kinguce
cofivered the officials oqath representing the echnicAl officials of the
championship, Al athletes, officials and WYWIPs wero then schoduled to be
at the eagle square for the welcoming dinner later in the evening at 6.00
prm. The dinner started 3 bit late as it is observed that the opening
ceremony it ended almost at 715 pm. Ne other activities were scheduled
after the dinner,




FIGHT DAY

4 T

The day all athletes and visifors were waiting for, finally czame an
Sarurday, 37 May 20014, The first fight (preliminary bouts) was scheduled
at 2.00 pm. The timing was perfect far the fighters are physically and
rmentally prepared for their boats, after having their breakfast and lunch
s before thoir fights, Tho arganicoer wsed $he e ASred oppartunity in
the morning o conduct A youth and sport forwum in the maorning At the
zame room used for the press conference the dasy before. The forum
presented the ideas an the development of muaythai in general and also
Righlighited the ssue of the legal fight and gambling. The topic discussed
wias undoubtedly good, but L was zad o osee that majonty of [he
Audience was the championship volunreers who did not even bother to
fisten to things presented in the forum. A briefing session for referees and
judges was also carried out concurrently with the forum.

Meanwvhile, at the other side of the hall, technical crewes, volunteers and
organizers were sweating to prepare the fighting rings and evervthing for
the 2.00 pm bouts. Only two Fings (King A and Ring B) were avallable for
the first day of the fighting competition. Accarding o one of the
persannel representing the organizer, there wers prablems in getting the
rings, bhut the person was reluctant fo disclose  the  information.
Monetheless, the rings provided for the fight were nicely instailed
compiete with all the acceszories required, namely the floor mat, ringside
coverod ropes and ringsicde corner coshions with the IFMA logo. Tabloes
weere: placod orovery sidoe of thae ring for judges o have A olear vicw of
the acticns in the ring. There were zlzo lines of chairs arranged facing
oth rings for the officials, judges and marshals of the tournament. It was




identificd that all the above-montioned personne! were seated based on
their tumz of officiating and judging the bouts throughaut the day.
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At the back of the hall was the main preparation ared for compering
athletes surrounded by vellow Barricades. Mathing was provided there
except few plastic chairs and changing rooms for the athletes, which was
divided based on the color of gears athletes wiould be wearing: Red and
Brlue, Tafking Aabout the fighilineg godrs, A counlor was spocifically soiup At
the: entrance of thoe athlete preparation arcd, A number of volunteers
were placed at the counter to help the athletes o get all the fighting
qears consist of headgear, mouth quard, shin pads, and gloves provided
by Wosing, the afficial ighting gears for this champlonship. The counter,
Froseewer wias horribhy setup by the organisor By using nakoed Bulfol tabiles
without any table cloths or covers. Similar to the registration counter, the
signage of the counder was made by cheap Ad paper which was
unacceptalle for an intemational event Apart from the designated
preparation area, campeting athletes Were 50 seeh C3mping, Dreparing
And warming up for the fight in front of the seminar, weigh-ing modical
rocm, right behind the spoctators” stagoed-seats, It is 4lso saddoening to sco
some of the athieres slept on the floor while waiting for their bouts. This
critical issue needs to be addressed by the organizer because such
Lrealrmord weill inwile negalive leedbacks from he athleles thus hinder aur
charces i host e cwenl in (R Tulere.




FIRST BOUT: SARAMA AND REAM MUAY

Trne first bout which was scheduled at 200 pm only started  twwenity
minutes [zte, but the crowds were unfazed by the delay. They went
frantc when the first bout was announced a2nd the ball became even
velicr when the "Sarama®, the rhylbrnic rmwsic usually Aaccormpearies
muaythdi fight, was plaved for the pre-fight ritual, the "Ram Muay™, The
Sarama was performed by a group of four people, each plaving either
one of two kinds of aboe or java pipe, a pair of Thai drums and cymbals.
Two groups of musicians were assigned on the first fight day for each ring
IRirg A - Ring Bl Ibowas noticed that the lempo of SAarama o weas
influcncod by the moeod of cthe Aght whore it started slowly s steadily
for the Ram Muay before it went frenetic as the fight commenced. The
music without a doubt crezied the mvstical attmosphers in the hail, urging
All the fighters to show the true spint of muaythal duning the matches.

ance jumped into the ring. both fighters in the ring would put on their
wong Kan, the rope headgear to perfarm thelr Bam Musy or the pre
mealch ritual, Thoy weoold wealk around  the ring counteroiooiossis,
louching the rope and poerformoed - prayers inocqach cushion corner, I is
belisved that performing the Ram Muay will help the fighter to gain their
concentration as well 23 showing their gratitude to their opponents.
parents, ancestors and teachers. There were Aghters, especialy fram
IAiland who ended their rildals By slemping their authonidy three tmes
in the opponents’ corner symbalically killing them with 4 bow 2nd amov,
Some people believed that the fighter with the best Eam Muay
interpretation and the ares will win the match. \When both fighters were
done with the ritual, they would take off thelrr Maong Kon, replacing them
wwithy the colficial headgoe-rs,




FIGHT SCENE: GEARS, REFEREES AND THE CROWDS

Tho hoadgoedrs, Along with the mouth guacd, gloves and shin paos wworo
compulsory for every fighter for zafety reascns. The referee were then
signaled to start the bout three [3) rounds of three (3] minutes each for
both male and female competitars. A full ane [1) minute of rest was gilven
brebween the rounds. The first bell would signal the start of the fight while
the atber ane el the fighters to stop fighting for 1 minure rest, The team
coaches/partners of both fighters used the rest pericd to motivate and
offer some advice to the fighter: wha zat on a small stool at the
cushioned camer of the ringside. Mevertheless, for the first day of the
fighl, he organicor providod the big plastic chair Tor the fightoer swhich
WS WOy LinusuAl for muaythai or any boxing competicions,

Due 1o the nature of Musythal, the fight can be very grueling and
Aggressive, thus the rele of the reforee bore is vory much needed, They
vwiorldld stop the fight for a while whenever they sense any foul play or
dangerous situation for both fighters. There was a doctor at each ring
provided by the organizer. The mosit noticeable danger during the fight
wies wrhien both fighilors rumbled closer Lo tho ringsicde ropes. Thoere wore
guite: 4 number of incidents whore fightors almast fell dowven from the ring
due o the condition of the rope and each time they were saved by the
referees. It is known that referees should maintain the control of the fight
ANcl (L 15 also thelr respansibilty to prevent A wealk ighter from recening
wndie and unneccisary punishments (IFMA guidelines]. Thore wore a
few incidents an the first day invelving Malaysian fermale boxer whom
were decldred unfic o continue the fight by the referee. Some of the
athletss were unfortunate during the match where they have to receive
further treatment at the hospital after being injured badly in the fng.




The final bell af the end of the third reund wrapped up the match, Both
fighterz would take off their fighting gears with the help from their
coaches. Several volunteers were asked ta collect all the gears but it was
Mol the rices! view socing tham collecting the gears i a papor Dox. They
weere thon givenr thoeir counctrys Tag, giving - lap of bonoe o Ihe
spectators bofore going back to the conter of Ehe ring while: waiting for
the results. A wolunteer was assigned to coliect all the marks from the
judges at every side of the ring for final calculations. The referee
mearwhile, would not raize the winner's hand until the announcement
being madae by the announcer who alsa sat at the side of the ring.

The atmesphere of the champicnship was unbelievahble with spectators
and athletes filled up all the seats provided by the organizer. The music,
the nghting, the crowd and of course the action-packed fight kept the
spectators at the edge of thelr seats. Country flags were waned
cverywhore  around the nall. Spectators and  athictes from difforent
countries have their own unigue ways ang chants o motivate their
representatives, especially the Mew Zealand team, wha grabbed the

headlines with their infamous Haka, a fierce display of the war dance
[rezm Lhcir seals.

The arganizer rang some changes on the zecond day of the match
abwvioushy. Another ng wias added at the ather end of the hall for junior
cormpetition. Barricades wiere aiso placed around the penmeter Doards,
fencing the official areas of the match, It was a wise move from the
organizer as the crovds flove was better than what it was on the first day.
Haoweever, the traffic was a bit congested given that there was only one
vy o thoe standy/scats, IEis also observed that anothoer camera-TW cramee
wWeas brought in near the Fing A on the third fight day. FPaper boxes used
to collect the fighting gears from the fighters were also replaced by nice
Daskels on the second day. Small stools and special mat were also

providoed A Ehe ringside cushionoed corner during  the rest bebwsecn
rownds in the light




Among the notable winner in this edition of IFTMA World Championship is
Andrei Kulebin from Belarus whe wins the &7 kg category. He also
receivies the Dest male boxer award (0 this toumament. This 5 nat realhy
surprising  consicenng his huge experience in professional Muayihai
competition acrass the world, The best female boxer award goes 1o Susan
karinki [Sweden; who wins the 43 kg category. For Malaysia team, the
areatest achievement was recorded by Mohd Lokman Akimi Mart Roji whao
won the Senior Male B 18 - 51 kg) category. And lastly, Thailand is the
Brst bestrm im WRis IFRA cition aflor carme short e Ehe prowvios bavn
celitions. Qther than that, thoe winnor af senior competition s 45 follows:

Seniar Male

45 ky ek Vel HLsniz]

45 ko — Fhonikrarfrok Arnorn (Thailand)

51 kg = Charoenroy Kictiphons
IThailard]

L4 ke Vonicae Procohia [hedland]
57 kg - Fapmanee Rulhaiphan

! heifen el

al) ke = Thoatkiat Renvat I Thailand)
&35 ke — Varats Demitry [Belarus)
aF kg - Andrei Kolebbin [Balaros)

F1 kg = Clompan Saranon [Thailand)
S5 kg - BAamnangraDpong Someha
[ Thailard]

I kg o Walent Doty |Uelarus,

i kg - Burnyha Yaroslay [Ukraine|
91 kg -1 lancharonak Dz |Gelas)
+9T ke Koclziry Adicksci [Beler o)

Abky Secjuo Monruede | hailand]

48 k] - fusa Karinid [Swweden)
51 kg = Ly Bui Yen Vietnam)

D9 ko Ohwescone Bigrseroee | [Kusaia)
57 kg — Wihanl Arrvrna Mizss

{ TErenidercl)

60 ki = Shevrhenka Walenting |Perwu)
& 3.5 ki - Sheveherko Artonima | Fer;
af kg - Andrics Kelsey |Canacla)

71 kg = Clewe Stephanie (Australia)

Fo kg - Nablad 15a | weeeden|




ATHLETES" ACTIVITY

The athlates are the centre of any IFMA event and special care was givan to
all tha needs of tha athletes.

1. Firar, quick accraditation and transfer fromm alrport to hotal.

2 Immediate access to raoms aspeacially for athletes wha had long haul
flights.

3. 5peed medical check up and weigh in.

4. Fond tailared to tha athletes’ neacds.

5. Above standard training facilities

B Daily survey on athletes’ feedback on tha avant from 12 - 15 countries.

Losing is part of the competition as this s a Round Rohin system. Special
activities hawva baean arrangead for athlates wha have [ost in tha 15t quarter of
the campetitinn. Participation in training activitias or baach activities or
social activities.

Cultura Cxchanoe

Culture exchanoea was encouraged at the venues, so different initiatives with
some wara organiFad by tha LOC, some weare ordganized by IFMA Athlata
Commission, and soma were organized by the local community.

Welcomea dinnarwas arranged so tearns Ccould mingle and a goodbye party
hiad no seating arrangemants, under the model "We are One” IFMA would
like 1o thank the LOC for giving the neads of tha IFMA'S athlete spacial
thoughts and we have no doubt that all athlatas enjoyead the IFMA World
Championship 2014 Malaysia Cxpariance.




MEETINGS

& tatal of 32 meetings and conferences took place during the IFM A Wirld
Championship 2014, The main forum was tha 1 day congress on youth and
sport organized by IFMA and the Malaysian Youth Ministry, Speakers have
brean Invited from around tha waorld from UN Waormen, Intarnational Wearled
Games Association, Malaysian government, IFMA, Cthic Cormmission and
athers. Khairy lamalueddin Abo Bakar, the Ministar of Youth and Spaorts also
took place in this farum. The meating rocm was fillad to capacity and the
forum was informative and evident on IFMAYS deep youth devaeloptment
stratedy.

(Fi1A AGHW

The IFMA annual congrass ook place with a total of 10% countrias present.
The cangrass was sharad by IFMA Prasident, Dr. Sakchye Tapsowan, IFMA
General Secratary, Mr. Stephan Fox, IFMA Spoirts Director, Ms. Charissa Tynan
and Prasident of Malaysian Muaythai Association, Dato Shabinaz A7mi. Tha &
hours meeting was very informative with many prasantations by future host
citias and raparts from continental faderations and IFMA commissions.

IFMA Executive Hoard Meeting

IFIA hald their EBrecutive Board Meeting during the svant with 32 executive
board membears present discussing future activities of IFMA. Beside this
therewas a haavy meating schedula from continental federation meaating
with FAMA to the Asian Federation and their general assembly. All IFMA,
comimissions, Ethics, Youth, Female, Legal, Medical and many aothers also
hava bean part of the meating agenda. & 3 day technical seminar was held
for all participated referesas and judges and a 3 day education saminar was
held for coaches.




CONCLUDING REMARKS

The IFMA Royal World Cup 2014 was a successful event, showeasing Malaysia
At nne of Asias most beautiful teurist dastination and choosing the island of
Langkawi was a fantastic choice by the Malaysian government and the
Mational Muaythai Fadaration. Langkawi was aasy o acrass with a short flight
from Kuala Lumpur and the transfer from the international flights had been
perfectly organizad by the LOC with 3 recaption desks betwaan arriving
airport: and dormeastic airport Langkawi. Hotels had been well chosen within
10 minutes from tha venue and using the Langkawi International Maritime
and Aarospace Cehibition (LIMA] preved also te ba a good chaoice as the facili

ty could hast all activitias from competition to meetings, lunch and dinner.
The idea of establishing a kids club and kids play center was also well
reraivad. Opening caramony includad traditional culture aspacts from
Malaysia and the art of Muaythai. The walcome party hosted by Langkawi
tourism was well received. Evant idantity was perfectly displayed with tha &
pillars, Respact, Honar, Tradition, Cxcellence and Fair play well placed at
alrport, stadium, and hotel and around the sland. Opeaning, clasing and
everyday 3 hours broadcasting was done at highest guality. We had a total of
36 haurs live talevision.

Mediral hava hasn parfactly arganized with doctors on standby all 24 hours.
Ambulance and hospitals within 10 minutes. In and out of compatition
testing had been done according to [FMA'S requast, Cataring was done for all
needs including Westarn, Islamic and Iocal raguiremants. Cvent promotion
was wery successful with full seats and very effective social media. Technlcal
handbook was dona by IFMA and master program was done according to
IFMA%S standard. 188 Media passasware issuad VIP program was wall recaiverd
by the owver 200 VIP quests. Training area was praised by the athletes. The
madia room was well equippad. Tha volunteers were skilful, well prapared
and with multi language abilities. Sustainability was important and sustaina
Bility raport will bhe published separately.

In conclusion IFMA must thank the Malaysian governmeant, Malaysia major
events, the Langkawi goevernment and tha National Muaythai Association
from Thailand for delivering a Warld class event incorporating the beautiful
environtment of Langkawi to tha satisfaction of more than 100 wisiting
countriss.

Thank you Malaysia.




